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On July 20, 1827, in Madrid, Ferdinand VIl (1784-
1833), King of Spain, received the holy scapular of
the Third Order of the Servants of Mary, Most Holy
Mother of Sorrows and declared himself the major
protector of the local Third Order fraternity which had
a little church dedicated to St. Nicholas of Bari. The
document was signed August 26, 1828. In the same
document are found the acts with the signatures of
other members of the royal family who belonged to
the Third Order of Servites.

With a decree of the General Council dated July 7,
1997, the Provinces of Romagna and Piedmont were
unified into the Province of Piedmont and Romagna
(PRG), beginning with the celebration of its first elec-
tive provincial chapter on November 17, 1997. The
provincial chapter of June 5-9, 2000 declared St.
Peregrine of Forli patron of the Province.

A BIT OF SERVITE SPIRITUALITY

There is an illusion about being able to understand the
modern  person without remaining ourselves, that is
“religious” in-our thoughts, feelings, actions. This is
because what is happening now, may not be happen-
ing again. And that is because it is no longer we who
are carrying the world to the Lord, but the world which
is slowly detaching us from the Lord Jesus and catch-
ing us up in its whirlwind.

Andrea Cecchin (1914-1995)

AGING

In my report to the provincial chapter 2009 | wrote:
“With the rise in the median age there will also be an in-
crease in the number of those needing care and, as a con-
sequence, the pool of those capable of carrying out pas-
toral activity will diminish; the Province ought to remember
that the aspect of assistance and care will absorb a con-
sistent amount of personnel and financial resources.
These forecasts should not cast us into anguished pessi-
mism, but prompt us to take hold of the current situation in
a spirit of poverty and trust. In the moment of decline or of
total incapacity, there is also the possibility of the service
of suffering and of evangelical uselessness, the witness of
prayer, the comforting and joyful word. Even weakness,
which is lived in the hope that life with the Lord and for his
Kingdom will not disappoint, can offer the unexpected
fruits of new life”.

Many friars experience the difficulties and physical
weakness that come with advanced years, but don't ac-
cept them as a gift from the Lord, even if difficult and pain-
ful. They remain tenaciously attached to their position,
their offices, sometimes creating discomfort and tensions.
It is not easy to free one’s self from the logic of efficiency:
it is hard to accept being “useless servants”, that is, ser-
vants called only to give their particular service without
regard for any recognition or result. We are not accus-
tomed to leaving our place to others, to stepping aside, if
necessary, and asking for help. If we happen to become
physically or psychologically sick, we enter into crisis, be-
coming sad and lamenting to ourselves that we are not
appreciated and loved. Is our anxiety for doing really
founded on a desire for the good of others, especially the
brethren?

As we slowly advance in age and begin to feel our
forces diminish, we must also grow in the conviction that
our apostolate is to be with the Lord, to pray constantly, to
serenely accept our condition. Being old is not a disgrace,
but a grace, a gift.

After many travels and evangelizing, St. Paul felt he
had a thorn in the flesh that limited him and weakened
him. He turned to the Lord, because he had a great desire
to continue his work of evangelization; and the Lord re-
sponded: “My grace is enough for you; for in weakness
power is made perfect” (2 Cor. 12,9). Even Paul had to
free himself from a mentality overly tied to efficiency. If we
feel ourselves useless, let us also remember Paul who
wrote to the Colossians from his prison: “l rejoice in my
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am completing
what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his
body, the Church” (1, 24). We are not the ones who will
save the world, it is the Lord who saves and gives eternal
life.

Fr. Ferdinando M. Perri
Prior Provincial of the Venetian Province



FrRoM THE GENERAL COUNCIL
AND SECRETARIATS

FATIMA — ARGENTINA

From May 12-19, 2010 the General Treasurer, fr.
Piergiorgio M. Mazzoleni , gathered the members of
the Council of Administration for a meeting in Fatima
(the members are: Yvon M. Chalifoux (CAN),
Gottfried M. Wolff (TIR), Alex M. Ruiz Velasquez
(SMA), Gnanapragasam M. Arulanandu (IND); An-
tonio M. Pacini (ANN); Christopher M. O’Brien
(ISL) — also participating was the new Provincial
Treasurer of the USA Province, fr. Lawrence M.
Choate). They reviewed the financial situations of
the various provinces, evaluated the 2009 end-of-
year report, and refined the budget for 2010 to submit
the General Council for approval.

S. MARCELLO - ROME

In the General Council session of June 8, 2010,
the General Treasurer, fra Piergiorgio M. Mazzoleni ,
presented a written report illustrating financial the ac-
tivities of the General Treasury in 2009. He then ex-
plained the individual budget categories for both in-
come and expenses, comparing them with the 2009
budget and highlighting the differences and the rea-
sons for them. In the afternoon, the General Council
approved the 2009 end-of-year report and the budget
for 2010. In doing so, they also approved the amount
each jurisdiction will be taxed in order to cover the
2010 budget. They kept in mind the criteria estab-
lished by the Council of Administration: “the eco-
nomic situation of the different jurisdictions; the
strength, stability and value of the various currencies;
large projects of extraordinary maintenance; the ob-
servations of Provincial and Vicarial priors and treas-
urers; the input of the members of the Council of Ad-
ministration; the number and age of friars, and par-
ticular financial difficulties which various jurisdictions
are facing”.

GENERAL SECRETARIAT FOR FORMATION AND STUDIES

In the General Council meeting of June 7, 2010,
the General Secretary for Formation and Studies, fr.
Eugene M. Smith , reported to the General Council
regarding his visit to South America with the Coun-
cilor of reference, fr. Charlie M. Leitdo de Souza .
Prior to the meeting in Fatima, Argentina, he visited
all the communities in Brazil, paying particular atten-
tion to the communities of formation where he met
with both formators and formandi and visited the
schools which our OSM students attend. In particular,
he met: in Rio Branco, fr. Jodo M. Ribeiro , master of
novices and aspirants; in Curitiba, fr. Jorge M. Bor-
ges, master of prenovices; in Turvo, fr. Marcos M.
Huk, master of students. After the Fatima meeting, fr.
Eugene and fr. Charlie met with fr. Sergio M. Men-
doza , master of the formation community in Devoto,
Argentina; and fr. Marcelo M. Enriquez, master in
Santiago, Chile (Santa Teresita). In Devoto there are
3 temporary professed (1 Chilean, 1 Bolivian, 1 Ar-

gentinian); and in Santiago, Chile, there are 3 preno-
vices and 1 temporary professed; in Cochabamba,
Bolivia, there are 3 temporary professed. Fr. Charlie
reported that the friars very much appreciated the
visit, and he remarked how good it might be for the
formators to know the places of the Order’s origins
in Italy: an experience (visit, pilgrimage, brief stay) in
Italy might be of help ot them in their formation work.

RIMINI - ITALY

The General Council is preparing 36 panels re-
garding the origins, charism, history and present re-
ality of the Order of Servants of Mary, which will be
exhibited at the Rimini Meeting in Italy, August 23-
28, this summer. In addition to the panels, there is
being prepared a video room for brief films on the
Order. The Rimini Meeting, which is a cultural event
of great importance and renown in ltaly, was visited
last year by more than 800,000 people. The Ser-
vants of Mary (who will have about ten friars present
at the meeting and some university students pre-
pared to explain the exhibit) are hoping to make the
Order better known, also as a vocational initiative.
The descriptive panels will later be made available
to local priories for display. More news about the
Meeting can be found at the following address:
http://www.meetingrimini.org/default.asp?
id=673&item=5111

MARIANUM PONTIFICAL FACULTY - ROME

On June 28, 2010 the General Council met with
the professors of the Pontifical Theological Faculty
Marianum to review the activities of the Faculty. Af-
ter an introduction by the Prior General, the presi-
dent of the Faculty, fr. Silvano M. Maggiani , deliv-
ered a general report on the whole reality of the Fac-
ulty, underlining positive and negative aspects of the
academic life. It was good to hear that this last year,
338 students attended the various courses offered
by the Faculty. Fr. Silvano then insisted on the need
for students coming from abroad to have sufficient
time beforehand to study Italian. He expressed his
satisfaction that the publications of the Faculty are
on schedule and of good quality; he examined the
relationship with other Marian centers connected to
the Faculty and invited all the jurisdictions to allow
their qualified young members to take up the minis-
try of theological teaching.

FROM THE JURISDICTIONS AND PRIORIES

LAS CUEVAS DE CANART (TERUEL), SPAIN
Provincial Chapter of the Spanish Province

The Provincial Chapter of the Spanish Province
was celebrated from June 14 to 19, 2010 at Las
Cuevas de Canart (Teruel), Spain, where, at Ladru-
fian, the Servites had a priory in the 15" Century,
which is now in ruins. There were 12 friars present,
11 of whom were voting members and one an in-
vited guest. The Chapter indicated various direc-
tions: spiritual renewal of the friars (annual spiritual
retreats, theological updating...); returning the par-



ish of Santa Teresa de Jesus of Valencia to the
archdiocese; accepting the donation of the monas-
tery of Mislata (the small number of nuns would
unite with the monastery of Sagunto). The Capitu-
lars then spoke about the foundation in Mozam-
bique, which, with the help of friars from other juris-
dictions, will be able to continue its course. They
decided to give the parish of Sdo Gabriel in Matola,
Mozambique to the diocese and maintain only the
house of formation.

MARINA DI MASSA - ITALY

Provincial Assembly of the Piedmont-Romagna
Province

The theme of the annual provincial meeting was:
How to reach better communion and collaboration
between our communities and the OSSM fraterni-
ties. For the first time our Provincial community and
the OSSM lay fraternities, together with the Servite
Diakonia celebrated a provincial meeting together,
though it is usually reserved only for friars. Alto-
gether there were about 25 friars, 15 lay people and
our 3 pre-novices from the community in Siena.
This meeting was requested by our last provincial
chapter in 2009. Every one of our communities had
studied the OSSM Rule of Life and that of the Dia-
konia in order to know them better and to grow in a
sense of esteem necessary to achieve better com-
munion and collaboration. After three reports by the
Prior Provincial, fr. Cesare M. Antonelli, the OSSM
provincial Mr. Francesco Pergolotti, the OSSM
Provincial Mrs. Bruna Cantore and the Diakonie,
there was time for calm and serious discussion. The
Assembly was then divided into four groups which
analyzed the problems and proposed avenues of
collaboration and communion. We lingered espe-
cially on the topic of Marian spirit and the need for
participation in community and chapter planning,
especially regarding proper feasts of the Order. The
fundamental importance of the Assistant was em-
phasized especially in regard to the formation and
accompaniment of the laity and serving as liaison
between the community and the fraternity. There
was a desire to be more informed about the initia-
tives and life of the Order. There also emerged the
issue of suffering which some fraternities experience
when they suddenly find themselves without the
presence of Servite friars, due the closing of prior-

ies. These closings sometimes leave the fraternities
feeling “orphaned” and in difficulty, pushed to the
margins of the parish. Other points were also ac-
centuated: the word of God, read, meditated upon
and prayed; service to the brethren and solidarity;
insertion into the life of the local church; the discov-
ery of the help, so long necessary, which is now
available through new means of communication and
knowledge of the Order's website. The meeting
closed with a pilgrimage to the Little Curate of Vi-
areggio, where fr. Franco M Azzalli, at the conclu-
sion of the Year of Priests, entertained us with some
aspects of St. Anthony Pucci’'s apostolate. The
place, the church, the community of friars, the body
of the saint, and Fr. Franco's 25" anniversary of
priesthood created, during the concluding Mass, a
joyful sense of the presence of Virgin of Sorrows,
the inspiration for our being Servite. Then, you can
imagine the delicious lunch and...

Fr. Luciano M. Masetti

CAMPO SANPIERO, PADUA — ITALY
Provincial Chapter of the Venetian Province

From June 22-25, 2010, under the presidency of
the Prior Provincial, fr. Ferdinando M. Perri , 50 fri-
ars of the Venetian Province gathered in Provincial
Chapter (extraordinarily convoked in place of the
annual Assembly) in order to discuss themes of fra-
ternal life and economic questions. The calm and
constructive climate of the meeting, though marked
by a divergence of views, allowed the capitulars to
arrive at some significant conclusions for the coming
years, among which are the resumption of annual
provincial chapters in place of assemblies and an
orientation to put more value on small suburban
communities, far from large urban centers.

MONTE SENARIO - ITALY

An interesting conference took place at Monte
Senario on June 19-20, 2010. It was organized by
the Architecture Faculty of the University of Florence
in collaboration with the local Servite community and
was entitled: “Architettura eremitica. Sistemi proget-
tuali e paesaggi culturali”. On the first day, scholarly
experts spoke about the architectural complex of the
convent of Monte Senario, making reference to Tus-
can architecture and painting in the period relative to
the foundation and development of the building at

Monte Senario. In the evening, there
was an organ and oboe concert in the
basilica. On Sunday, there were stud-
ies presented on various eremitic
places in other regions of Italy. At the
4 end of the morning there was the in-
[ | auguration of the Center for Docu-
mentation on the Convent of Monte
Senario which, besides a series of
panels presenting a survey on the ar-
chitectural structure of the complex,
offers the interesting possibility of
viewing the convent in virtual format,
which will soon be available on the
internet.




TYROLESE PROVINCE

From June 10 -26, 2010, the Prior General, fr.
Angel M. Ruiz Garnica , accompanied by Councilor
of reference, Fr. Eugene M. Smith , carried out the
canonical visitation of the communities in the Prov-
ince of Tyrol and the German Delegation. On the
feast of St. Juliana, they participated in the annual
province pilgrimage, this year at the former Servite
church in Vienna, where they encountered members
of the Servite Family coming from various parts of
Austria, Germany and the Czech Republic. The visi-
tors found the friars working hard, faithful in their
community and spiritual lives, and searching for
ways to put both the General and their Provincial
Chapter decrees into effect. The visitors also wit-
nessed with pleasure the delicate fraternal care
given to the older friars.

TUART HILL, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Work on the new building at Servite College is
moving ahead. The first floor is almost finished and
soon the roof will go on. The building is big and ex-
pensive, but includes rooms for the college staff, a
library and classrooms. The other day we celebrated
the feast of St. Juliana with the entire school popula-
tion, which means about one thousand people, stu-
dents and staff. The only place large enough for this
is the gymnasium. All those chairs had to be hauled
from the classrooms and the chapel and afterwards,
hauled back again. But many hands make light
work. It is amazing how quiet and respectful our
students are on these occasions. When you con-
sider that so many of them do not frequent Mass in
their parishes, they seem to have a good sense of
the solemnity of the moment and respond accord-
ingly. Fr. Bob Zivkovic and | regularly celebrate
Mass in the College, often early, before classes be-

gin.
Fr. Christopher M. Ross

SAO PAULO - BRAZIL

We joyfully welcomed the visit of fr. Sergio M.
Ziliani , Provincial of the “SS.ma Annunziata Provin-
ce" (Italy) here at TV Século 21. Fr. Sergio went to
all the practices and was able to share in two live
television programs. He officially presented the
keys of the touring bus, which his province donated

to this Association. Thank you, fr. Sergio, and your
province as well!

Fr. Rinaldo M. Stecanela

SENIGALLIA - ITALY

Fr. Giuliano M. Grassi, whose parish of San
Martino, Senigallia, hosts a lively Ukrainian and
Russian community, has seen to the translation and
printing of the prayer Vigilia de Domina "Benedicta
tu" in both Ukrainian and Russian. Those who
would like to have a copy can write to the priory of
San Martino, or request one by emalil
(giuliano_grassi@libero.it).

FROM THE SERVITE FAMILY

MONTREAL - CANADA

The 5" Servite Spirituality Meeting took place on
Saturday, June 5, 2010 in the parish hall of St-
Donat in Montreal. Mrs. Denise Dumouchel , ossm,
member of the Secular Servite Fraternity of Notre-
Dame de la Croix, shared her experience of
“mission” among members of the Secular Fraterni-
ties in the region of Acapulco, Mexico. Her lively,
dynamic presentation, entitled In Mexico the Ser-
vants of Mary put spice into my lifel, was illustrated
by a large number of photos. About 25 people took
part, sharing an occasion of deep fraternity.

PUBLICATIONS

Fr. Tito M. Sartori , Postulator for the Causes of
Saints, in conjunction with the publishing house Ve-
lar-LDC, has published two small books illustrating
the lives of two of our friars, Servants of God: Ve-
nanzio M. Quadri, L'umile gioia della perfezione
(Venanzio M. Quadri, the humble joy of perfection)
and Dino Bernardino Piccinelli, Volto pieno di
luce, di gioia, di semplicita (Dino Bernardino Pic-
cinelli, A face alive with light, joy and simplicity).
Both volumes, with about 50 pages each, include
ample photographic documentation.




